On 13 June 2001, AIBS joined 31 scientific societies and universities-including the Ecological Society of America and the American Society of Plant Physiologists (both AIBS member societies)-for the 7th Annual Congressional Exhibition and Reception on Capitol Hill. Sponsored by the Coalition for National Science Funding (and cosponsored by AIBS, among others), the event showcases research and education projects supported by the National Science Foundation (NSF). AIBS Public Policy Representative Ellen Paul helped organize the event.
The AIBS exhibit included posters featuring two NSF-funded projects. The first highlighted a research project aimed at understanding the population dynamics of two species of neotropical migratory birds; Peter Marra of the Smithsonian Environmental Research Center (SERC) is in charge of the project. The poster demonstrated that grant size and duration should be better coordinated with the properties of the biological phenomena being studied. 
AIBS Contributes to AAAS Report on Federal Research and Development Budget
The annual AAAS Intersociety Working Group report on the federal research and development budget, which examines the Bush administration's budget request in detail, was released in June 2001. AIBS Public Policy Representative Ellen Paul wrote the chapter on life sciences, which focuses on the biological study of the natural world. Representatives from the Ecological Society of America, an AIBS member society, contributed the chapter on ecological sciences.
The report is available at www.aaas.org/ spp/dspp/rd/xxvi/rd02main.htm.
AIBS Participates in Monthly Education Roundtable
In April 2001, representatives from several biological societies with strong education programs began meeting informally each month to discuss common interests in science education and to exchange ideas and information. AIBS is one of six organizations represented at these brownbag lunches, which are held at the different organizations' headquarters on a rotating basis. The other participating organizations are the Ecological Society of America (ESA), American Society for Microbiology (ASM), National Association of Biology Teachers (NABT), Council on Undergraduate Research (CUR), and Association for Biology Laboratory Education (ABLE).
The group sprouted from an idea that arose during a meeting convened by Carol Brewer (ESA's vice president for education and human resources), which included Kathy Frame (director of education at NABT) and several others from ESA: Nadine Lymn, public affairs director; Jason Taylor, education program manager; and Susan Musante, formerly at ESA and now education programs manager at ASM. Taylor offered to host the first meeting and extended invitations to Elaine Hoagland, national executive officer at CUR, and Cathy Lundmark, AIBS education representative. In May, Ruthanne Pitkin, president of ABLE, joined the group. 
Connie Morella (R-MD)
The discussions are driven not by an agenda but by subjects that those in the group suggest. The main topic discussed during the May 2001 gathering was the types of educational activities presented at annual meetings. The group also examined the difficulties facing science educators and the need for mentoring students who will become educators. At the June 2001 meeting, the discussion revolved around national high school biology tests-what they cover, how they are used, and how they can be improved. The lack of a standardized biology curriculum spurred more discussion, which touched on what has been done, for example, in microbiology and progressed to ways to implement the National Science Education Standards. Questions about the newly mandated testing in the bill reauthorizing the Elementary and Secondary Education Act were also raised.
The roundtable members bring to the meetings a wealth of combined experience, both in the classroom and in organizations focusing on biology education. By joining forces, they facilitate the work each is doing separately, and they provide an invaluable resource for newcomers to the field. Each year, the FLC honors one or more laboratory directors who have contributed to the overall enhancement of technology transfer for economic development. The primary criteria for the award are accomplishments related to the transfer of technology from the federal laboratory system to industry, including support of FLC activities, internal accomplishments, industry involvement, and community service.
Former AIBS President
Jordan has served as director of the Southern Regional Research Center since 1994. For nearly 12 years before 1994, he was the administrator for Cooperative State Research, Education and Extension Service.
